[Retrospective study of Crohn disease at a hospital in Andalucía (1978-1988)].
We reviewed 46 cases of Crohn's disease diagnosed during the period between 1978-1988, with the intention to analyse the age, sex, presentation, evolution, complications and diagnosis. The majority of patients were women, with a mean age of 39. In the last years we have seen an increment in our number of cases. The mean time to diagnosis was about 3.5 years. The main symptoms were abdominal pain, diarrhoea and loss of weight. The complications was of 40% in colonic disease and 75% when the affection was in ileum and colon. During the evolution 4 patients died, 2 of them from their Crohn's disease. One patient had a colonic carcinoma. In 15% of the cases there was a previous appendectomy. The most frequent radiological findings were in the small intestine: lack of haustration and cobblestone appearance. In the colon: lack of haustration and ulceration. The most frequent endoscopical findings were ulcers and a cobblestone appearance.